Liberal Religious Educator’s Association

Florida District Chapter

By-Laws

Preamble

The Florida District Chapter of the Liberal Religious Educator’s Association (LREDA) exists to support and promote the faith development of all people; professional and spiritual growth of religious educators and faith development professionals in the Florida District and encourage good professional practices in religious education and faith development within congregations of the Florida District. 

Article I: Purpose

The purpose of the Florida District LREDA Chapter shall be to: 

· As stated in the by-laws of LREDA, “The purpose of chapters shall be to uphold LREDA as outlined in the (LREDA’s) by-laws, to further these at the local level, to form support groups, and to uphold the work of the parent organization at the local level.” 
· Interpret and deepen the professional role of the religious educator, recognizing the wide variety of ways this calling may be utilized in parish and community settings.

· Affirm, support and encourage the professional and spiritual growth of  Chapter members. 
· Encourage the sharing of useful, creative materials and ideas between members and within our association of congregations. 
· Carefully consider ways to advance of lifespan religious education and faith development. 
· Act as experienced resources for those involved in the religious education and faith development throughout the Florida District and the UUA.  

Article II: Membership

Any member of continental LREDA residing within the Florida District is eligible for membership in Florida District LREDA Chapter.
Any member may be dropped from membership in the Florida District LREDA Chapter when: 

· Their membership in the national LREDA is terminated.

· They have committed a major violation of ethical or professional conduct. 

· They have not paid membership dues by December 1st. 

Article III: Finances 
· Annual Dues shall be determined by membership. In the event of financial hardship, a member may apply to the President for a full or partial waiver for that year, confidentially and without loss of rights and privileges of membership. 
· The budget for the ensuing fiscal year shall be adopted by the membership at the Annual Chapter Meeting of the previous year. 

Article IV: Board of Trustees and Officers 

· Officers shall be elected at the Annual Meeting and serve two-year terms. 

· The Officers shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

· The President shall call, convene, and preside over membership meetings. The Vice President shall substitute in the absence of the President and perform other tasks as assigned by the President. The Secretary shall take, transcribe and distribute meeting minutes.  The Treasurer shall handle the finances, prepare annual financial reports and propose annual budgets in consultation with the Board. 

· Ballots shall be mailed out with the notice of the Annual Meeting. Candidates receiving the most votes cast shall be elected. 
Article V: Meetings and Voting 
· An Annual Chapter Meeting shall be held at the time of the Florida District Annual Assembly. 

· Other meetings shall be at the direction of the membership and/or the Board of Trustees. 

· The Board of Trustees shall have the right to meet and conduct business meetings between meetings of the membership. 

Article VI: Committees

· Committees shall be appointed by the President and serve as needed.

Article VII: By-Law Amendment 

· By-Law amendments must be submitted two months before the annual meeting.  Bylaws can be amended by a majority vote of the eligible membership present. Proposed by-law amendments shall be circulated to the membership no later than 30 days prior to the meeting at which they are to be discussed and voted. 


